
Clinton Central School District 

PTA General Membership Meeting 

Hybrid Meeting: Zoom & In-person at Secondary Media Center 

June 2, 2022 

1. Call to Order at 7:06pm  

2. 2022 - 2023 PTA Officer Elections - This year’s Nominating Committee included Heidi Venero, Maria 

Maier, Meghan Jackson, Sara Groh, and Amy Randall.  The PTA thanked all of them for their time and 

efforts in filling the slate for this year’s election.  On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Heidi Venero 

presented the following slate for election for the 2022-2023 school year:  

a. President: Diana Haldenwang  

b. Vice President: Lisa Bronner  

c. Vice President Communications: Maria Maier  

d. Treasurer: Michelle Thompson  

e. Secretary: Rachel Meyer  

f. Membership Chair (appointed): Kira Skibinski  

After presenting the slate, Heidi called for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from 

the floor.  Voting was by voice vote for those in-person and by hand signal by those attending via Zoom.  

The vote passed unanimously to accept the slate for the 2022-2023 officers.  Current officers were 

thanked for their service and new officers were welcomed and thanked for their participation.   

 

3. Committee and Project Reports  

a. Membership - Elizabeth Bentley – The PTA currently has ninety-six members, and the goal is 

to increase our membership next year. We hope that the incoming families will want to join the PTA. 

The elementary school has been holding kindergarten screenings.  Sign-up sheets were available at the 

kindergarten screenings for incoming parents.   

b. Elementary Yearbook – Diana Haldenwang has been working with the yearbook company to 

finish the yearbook.  It will be a rush print and rush ship to get the yearbooks to the students this month.  

Responsibility for the elementary school yearbook has been passed back to the elementary school next 

year.  The Board of Education has approved a stipend position for the yearbook advisor.  Priority to fill 

the advisor position will be to school employees; however, if it is not filled, a district community 

member can be considered for the position.   

c. Book Fair - Joanne Gilles, Nikki Banghardt – The bookfair was a tremendous success!  The 

elementary school and middle school students loved receiving a free book with the PTA’s Scholastic 

dollars. We received many thank you notes to express their gratitude. This year’s bookfair earned an 

additional $5,000 in Scholastic dollars, so we will be able to offer a free book to students again next 

year.    



d. Gertrude Hawk candy sale - Heidi Venero – This year’s Gertrude Hawk fundraiser was 100% 

online with all orders shipped directly to the customers.  We raised $758.50 this year.  Since our PTA has 

used Gertrude Hawk for so many years, we are “grandfathered in” with our contract and if we sell at 

least $500, we will continue to earn 50% commission for our fundraiser.  If we do not continue to do this 

fundraiser, or lapse a year, we will then go to graduated fundraising level system (our percentage of 

commission depends on the amount we sell).  We recognize that shipping costs also have an impact on 

participation.  We hope that next year we will be able to return to physical order forms as well as having 

the orders shipped to and picked up from the school.    

e. Faculty/Staff Appreciation lunch – This year the PTA brough in a taco truck for Faculty & Staff 

Appreciation Day.  The taco truck parked in front of the school in the circle for two days.  We are 

currently looking for a chairperson and volunteers for next year’s event. 

4. Upcoming Projects  

a. High School Scholarships – We received multiple applications for our scholarship program this 

year.  Three seniors will receive the PTA scholarship on June 8th.   

b. Ice Cream Social – Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Ice Cream Social this year.  Members 

discussed how busy June is with multiple events, sports, and activities.  A suggestion was to move the 

ice cream social to a different time of year.  We are looking for a chairperson and volunteers for this 

event.   

c. School Supply Kits – Mrs. Chesboro is working with EduKit to provide an option for families to 

order school supplies.  Orders will be delivered directly to the school for students on their first day of 

school.  This is not a fundraising project for the PTA, just a service that the school offers.      

5. Executive Board Reports  

a. Vice President - Nikki Banghardt - none 

b. VP Communication - Maria Maier -none 

c. Secretary - Heidi Venero – During our last PTA meeting, we discussed the PTA’s desire to 

increase community engagement with the school district.  One of the ideas has been for the PTA to host 

a town hall meeting with the superintendent, Board of Education, and building principals.  The town hall 

would be hosted on Zoom and would occur multiple times each school year.  Questions will be able to 

be submitted for the district to answer during the town hall.  This will increase communication between 

the district and the community and allow for constructive dialogue.  Heidi has been in touch with Dr. 

Grimm and Melinda Leising, and both have indicated that they think this would be helpful for the school 

district.  Details and plans will continue to be worked on through the summer.  Anyone who is interested 

in volunteering for the community engagement committee, please email the PTA.     

d. Treasurer’s Report and Vote - Amanda Hance – The Treasurer’s Report was voted on and 

approved unanimously.   

6. Board of Education Report – None, not present. 

7. Superintendent’s Update – None, not present.   

8. Updates from the Building Principals  



a. Dr. Lee not present. 

b. Dr. Carney not present.  

c. Mrs. Ellen Leuthauser –  

• Mrs. Leuthauser thanked the PTA for their continued dedication and efforts to 

supporting the students and the school district. She stated that she was both impressed 

and thrilled by the outstanding work of the PTA.   

• Mrs. Leuthauser stated that OVA was held virtually this year and that the elementary 

school had several winners.   

• The 5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony will be held and there is no limit as to how many 

family members can attend.  The ceremony will be held indoors with many people and 

masking for the event is an individual choice.  Students are welcome to dress however 

they wish for the event (some wear their class t-shirts; some get more dressed up).  

Ellen will check to see if the ceremony will be live streamed for those who cannot 

attend.  

• Class lists for the 2022-2023 school year are being compiled.  The lists take a long time 

and are made thoughtfully and diligently.  Students will be informed via mail in August 

who their K-5 teachers will be.   

• Supply lists will be sent home with report cards.  Supply lists will also be on the 

elementary school website and sent via Parent Square.  

• Mrs. Leuthauser stated that she hopes next year’s elementary school open house will be 

in-person and that students will not have to be spaced out in the cafeteria.          

9. New Business & Questions  

• Lisa Bronner suggested that we try to tie events in with the high school to encourage PTA 

involvement K-12 and increase participation.  One option would be to tie into the high school’s 

environmental club’s event that is open to K-12.  This may be a suitable time to also have a meet 

& greet for the PTA. 

• Maria Maier is a certified Maxwell trainer and has offered to provide a “Grow When you Go” 

leadership training to high school students.  She has been in touch with Dr. Lee and is scheduled 

to go into the school to provide training to approximately ten high school students during a 

study hall.  These students will also receive an individualized career report following their 

training.   

• Maria Maier also offered to provide a “Family Stress to Family Best” presentation for district 

families. 

• Nikki Banghardt inquired about the status of the Riley Scott Memorial project.  The project still 

needs to be completed and Nikki volunteered to chair the project.  Heidi Venero volunteered to 

her.   

• Members indicated interest in bringing back Square One Art to the elementary school next year.   

• The Superintendent Search is in full swing.  There is an input tool on the district website.  Focus 

groups will be held on June 13th.  If interested in participating, please sign up using the link on 

the district's website. 

• A member inquired about the proposed elementary school student council.  Mrs. Leuthauser 

stated that it will include students from 5th grade and will have a 5th grade teacher as an advisor.  



The elementary school student council will give a voice for students regarding the moving up 

ceremony, spirit days, etc.   

10. Adjourn 


